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|thorto IR; haue embolde- 
| ned my ſelfe to chooſe your Lordſhip 
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God, Iobn,by his Diuine prouidence bw 
. Biſhop of London. Ny 


® /oht Reuerend,Iit 13 
: C3, cuſtom of all ſorts | 
VE Y of writers, to ſecke 4 


e, patro for their books| 
dedicatio: wherfore n 
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the je publſi herof, ans. 00re me- 


berof your last flockeiCand the eAu- 


(knowing nenemore fit ) to be the 


ad of this Orphane, vnder 
s 4; whſe 
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| whoſe protection I render both it and| 
[my ſelf:the rather becauſe the earneit 
| deſire of all thoſe who ever read thus 
little Treatiſe, intituled, The Crib 
of [oy;hath moued me to the publiſh- 

ing hereof. T herefore, right Reue- 
| rend, if either theWorke it ſelfe may | 
receiue paſſage through your Lord- 
 /ſhips good fanour, or my duty towards 
you herein may be accepted, crauin | 
pardon: for my preſumption, 1 7 
continuing my prayers for your long | 
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life,with eternall happineſſe: 
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"Ys three circumblances- of or 
'- ſon, time, and. place, may raw 
"the dineaments of hudayest 10). 


ST E may reioyce, 
v that \'Our :Sautour 
# and'Reconciler to 
COP INE YA) [E \ God, was manife- | 
BS be Hodakeodayorgbe| 
NETS Sr#'a perfor iand.no| 
| "SI interior creature; | 
That lewiſh factiice of beaſts , and | 
birds,or other oblatians,werenotin them 
{clues propitiaterie ” but in.cyez0a wor- 
thier Mcdiatour. Ithad bene adiſgrace 
eurreaſongblaſoule , the image God; 
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to hauc bene valuedarſo baſe a price An 
indignitic to God himſelfe, to haue had 
his anger againſt {inners alayed and his 
| juſtice ſatisfhed with the killing of a calfe: 
i athing vndecent inour conceit, prepo- 
| Hcb.cog, |ftefous in nature , vnpoſlible that the 
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bloud of Buls and Gone: ſhould take a- 
way the ſinnes ofthe ſoule. 
2 VVemaymuch more rejoice,that 
it was not theperſonof anie man, or An- 
+= gell, or new madecreature; burof God 
[| himſelfe manifeſtedin thefleth.,” 
PROS: Noah, Daniel, and Toh ſhould ſtand 
this: vp before God;and make intetceſſion for 
{8 vs ; Godrellethvs; they ſhould onely\ Yue 
| their:owne foules.: and yet nor tharin 
[ther, without furthb mediation, pe abs 
witie muſt needs be don's away with blond: 
Jobs ſinne with ſacrifice, and Daniels i im- 
perfetionwith mereie. 1b id 
FI a holy Angellhoulderhivpunitis | 
head: God-and vs; he might iuſtifie 
himſelfe : but his white uns | 
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| neſle, 


cie were too ſhort to coucr ur naked- | 


to death for vs, we might thankehim for | 
his good wall; but he had neither autho- 
ritic tolay downe his life for another ,nor 
powerto take ityp againefor bimſclte. 

Our Mediatour is God and Mar, one | 
Chriſt. God: thathe might pacific and fa- 
tisfhe,by his worth, the perſon offended, | 


] 


ſuffer for the offendor; for he is fleſh and 
bloud of the ſame nature with ys, One 
Christ : that he might vnite God and Man 


| loueth man, being alſo God is infinitely 
beloued of God: the ſame Chriſt an inter-: 
ceſlour for man in his manhood, cannor 


ſake. Therefore fo long as his humanitie 
ſicketh faſt ro his diuimitie,tyed withthar | 


| TIfamic <tr ſhould offer himſelte 


inſeparably, who were diſtoyned betlore | 
by {linne: for the ſame perſon, who, as Man | 


—— « £ 


forheisas good as he. Alan «that he might | 


| bedenied of his Father for his Godhead | 


+ ge 
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inſeparable knot of the ynitie of perſan| 


The Get boy. 


(which the point of the {ſpcare could nor 
diſfoluc)herein is our reioycing, That nei- 
| ther death, nor life , nor Angels, nor princi- 
| palities, nor powers, nor things preſent , nor 
thin gs fo come, nor height , nor depth, nor 
| any 0ther creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate vs 
| from the loue of God which is mn Vheſ Jeſus 
our Lord, 

3 VVe may moſt of all reioyce, that 
ot the diuine perſons, the ſecond wasthis 
dayi incarnate, for in him theloue of God 
is doubled vpoa vs ; God the Father loued 


loued vs, he had neuer beſtowed ſo preci- 
ous a giftvpon vs; buthauing nowgiuen 
his Sonne, thereby ro make vs ſonnes, he 
' muſt needesloue ys one degree more, in 
| that we are his ſonnes, God the Sonne lo- 
ucd ys before he became man : but being 
| incarnate, we may challenge a degree of 
loue more, inthat we are his brethren. He 
 loued ys before he gaue himſelfe : much 
more nowwe are his owne , for he hath 
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| vs before he gaue his Sopye : had he not | 
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dearely boughtvs. That precious oint- | 
ment ſtreaming from Aarons head ; that | 
bleſſed Spirir,which the Sonne our Sauiour, 
of his fulneſle diſtillerh vpon ys, loued ys, | 
in thatheouerſhadowed the Virgis tor vs; 
loued vs,in thathe infuſed faithinto vs, re- 
| newedour hearts, reformed ourwils, lan; 
ified our perſons: but ſhallhee not now. 
1  [louehishandice worke much more, where- 
: uponhehath beſtowed ſuch coſt 2 It God 
oY vs when we were ſtrangers, runna- 

| gates, rebels; and ſoloued ys as he then. | 
intended to adopt vs: what will a fatherly 
| - {affeion moue him ynto? If the Sonne lo-! 
ued ys when we were yet his cnemiea;and: 4 
ſo loued vs,as he forſooke himſelfe for vs: 4 
isit notintended he will louc hisfriends, | 
and brethren, heires and fellow-heires of 
[the ſame kingdome? If the holyGhoſt lo- 
| uedvys,and ſo Ws vs ashe tooke in hand 
ſuch yntoward prices, ſuch hard hearts, 
ſuchwaiward and crookedaffeRions;{hal | 
we doubr; thatdwelling uxvs, asinholy | 
5 B 2 tem- j 
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vnto vs: but yet more welcome it it come 


remples, he will not keepe vs in reparati- 
ons ? Thus the triple loue of the bleſſed 
Trinitic is multiplied vpon vs; they all 
louevs, becauſe they loued vs; ; they loued 
vs,that they might loue ys more; they loue 
vs more, inthatthe ſecond perſon, bein 
the natural[l Sonne, hath made vs apes 
ſonnes: in whom God is our Father, and 
from whom the holy Spirit is deriued. 

Reioycethen,that he was a perſon, and 
no inferiour creatureza diuine perſon,and 
no creature : and againe L fay reioyce, in 
that the ſecond perſon in Trinitie, the e- 
ternall Sonne of God, as ypon this day 
was borne of a pure virgin, 


2 Circumſtance. 


Hat which is good, rare, and bringeth | 
oy withit, muſt needs be acceptable 


in an acceptabletime, 
1 In good time was Chriſt borne,when | | 


the| 
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LET. 
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the Scepter was departed from Iuda, and | cw.49.0. 
a law-giuer from hisfeete. V Vhen 1frae] 
was ſubie& to the Romanes; and the true 
Iſraelites made ſeruants.vnto them that 
were ſlaues ynto finne* then was tharlittle 
| Srone,cut out without hafids, which daſhed | Dan.2.45, 
the kingdomes in peeces, and became a 
mightie mountaine. Then was the little 
Child of Bethlem incarnate of the virgin | 
without a father, borne without a mid- 
wife, fwadled without a nurſe, preferred 
without the help of manto an cuerlaſting| 
kingdome,to rule ouer vs for our ſpiritual 
freedome and eternall blifle, 
| 2 In goodrime ynder Auguſtus,when | | 
the world was quiet from the-fword, and | 
at leiſure to liſten after the great field þ 
tought for our ſoules,was our grand Cap- 
| [taine borne-Then might the Goſpell haue | 
| a free paſſage, and the found thereof be | 
heard from Berhlem to 4rabia; from Te- | _ 
| ruſalem'and Samaria vnto the ends of the 

world. 
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3 In good time, when Sathan layed 
 claime toall the kingdomes of the world: 
| tor his owne, and was inueſted with that 
- - | large title of the prince, yea the god of 
this world, V Vhen a vniuerſall deluge of 
{inne couered the face of the earth, fo as 
the holy ſeed of Abraham was become a 
| viperous broode : when the regions were 
| white alreadie vnto amend thatgood 
corne that was left, readie to ſhed'our of} 
the huske and periſh : in this fulneſle of 
time did the King of glorie arme himſelfe| 
with the frailtie ot humane fleſh and bloud 
to caſt Sathan our of his kingdome, to 
purge the world from him, and prepare 
the goadcornetorthe cuerlaſting barnes. 


| [oh.4-35. 
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e birth of thisgreat King, is amat- 

ter of eftate, for he isnot crowned, 
bur borne a King : the fulneſle of time 
whercin hee came maketh expeQation; | 
not 
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not ſo much but the rankerd-woman of $a- 
maria lookes for him : expectation makes 
| prouiſion, V Vhere isthen theplace of his 
receipt? V Vhat citic ſhall entertaine him, 
whoſe ſeate is in heauen, and the earth his 
tootſtoole 2 It muſt be Jeruſalem at the 
leaſt : For that is the citie of the great 


Butwould you thinke this King ſhould 
remoue his court from Heauen to'Bethle. 
hem, theleaſt among the thouſands of Iu- 
da? can you imagine he would take vp a 
ſtable there for his nurſerie, or a cratch 
for hischaire of eſtate, or a poore carpen- 
ter and his wite for his courtiers? Yet fo. 
it was, and not without cauſe, For vaine 
man at his firſt entrance to the world, 
thoughthimſelfe ſogoodly acreature,that | 
Paradiſe was too little for him ; he muſt be 


"Therefore the mightic God, to make 
amends, looketh as low as man did high: 
contents himſelfe with a linle Berblehem, 
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Efai 66,1. 


Mat.5.35. 
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4 Plal.72.6, 
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ſus a famous citie of Cilicia; but hee thar ; 


\{alem by his death ſhall diſhonour her ſelfe, 
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the leaſt of athouſand-. Miſerable r men, 
the ſonnes of Adam, ate pomp and ſtate | 
roo much, God, to reforme that, boweth 
the heauens and comes downe:nay, bow-| 
eth bimſelfe and comes downe, like a| 
ſhowre of raine into a flecce of wooll,1 
and makesnonoiſe, 


Paul was ſometimes glad for to-grace 
himſelfe withthe place of his birth : Tar-| 


bringeth all honour with him from hea- 
uen,will grace others,but himſelfe be gra- 
ced of none, Little Berhlem ſhall be hono- 
red by hisnoble birth, when famous Jert- 


Thus the great God, who by birth made 
himſelfe little, delighterh much to make 
licle thingsgreat; ſo went his Morhers ſong 
of him : He regardeth the lowlineſie of his | 
bandmaide, and he that is mightie- bath mag- 
#ified MEL. 
lt the Scripture names be not emprtie, 
but carrie inthem matters of prouidence, | 


_then 


The Cribof Toy. 
| rhen doth this Child of Berhlem performe | 
what'the name of Berblem did promiſe; It | 
ſignifieth a houſe of bread : and this is the |;;,.;,, 
breadof life. which came downe from hea- 
uen ((vpon this:day.) into Berhlem, like 
Manna in the wildernefle . Moſes tels vs, | 
that bread was'a ſmall round thing ypon | 
the grafle. The Angell tels vs,this is alittle 
Babe;laydin a manger: and yer thisman- | """—_— 
ger-containeth more foode then the wil- | 
detneſſe and all the barnesin Egypt; tor | 
it feedeth Jeruſalem and Samaria, and the. 
ends ofthe world. 
V.Yrite this then in the catalogue of: 
[this dayes ioy, that Chris was borne in | 
Bethlehem.1, If it grieuethee that cuerthou ! 
 waſt proud or high minded, reioyce that | 
Chriſt in B:thlehembecameas lowly ascuer! 
 thouwaſt loftic; amends is made. 2,If 
 thoubelirtle andbaſe inthine owneeyes, 
reioyce;hethatchoſetheleaſtofthethou- 
| ſands of Iidawill magnifie thee.-3; If rxhy} - 
foule long for foode,anddelirerobe | 
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Bethlehem, from that houſe of iniquitie 
(whichneuer brings contentment, but va- 
nitie and yexation)vntothis houſe of An- 


 uerlaſting felicitie, 


| a towne though; therefore ſome varietie 
ot houtes,though but ſmall. Amongſt theſe 
| hee makes reſort to an Inne. Ir ſeemes 
| there wasburoneinthe towne, and yer he 
| makes choiſe of that. Me thinkes he comes 
| into the world, as though hee'meant not 
long toſtay. It he that built heauen and 
"carth, will neither build, nor ſomuch as 
| hire an houſe forhimſelfe on earth, but 


take vp an Inne; his purpoſe is in ſhort| 


| 


time toreturne hometo his Fathers houſe. 
 Andrhis allo is glad ridings for vs, Forhe 


{hall nbt tarrie long atter; he isburt gone: 
| to Prepare a place for vs. In his Fathers. 


oels toode, that blefſeth the ſoule with e-! 


} 


2 Bethlemwasbur a little rowne, yet 


| bath giuen his word ; if he gobefore,we| 


 houſe,there be many manſions, notmade| 
jy: | E 


with 
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with hands, but cternall in heauen. Here | 
we areſtrangersand pilgrimes, and way- 
faringmen; cuen our tathers houſe where | 
wearc borne,is butan lnne;heretonight, ' 
{and gone tomorrow: butour ſureſthome, | 
| our kindeſt Farher, ourtrucſt ioy and feli- 
[citic isinheauen, elle are we otall others 
| moſt miſerable. | 
| 3  VVharentertainment Chriſt found | 
inthis[nne,is worth the enquirie . S. Luke | 
telleth vs,there was no roome tor him; yet |rut.+.,. 
roome enough for bibbers and blaſphe- | 
mers. make noqueſtion then: the Sonne | 
of God finding no roome in the [nne a- 
| mongſt men, berakes himſelfe into the 
ſtableamongſtrhe beaſts; and yet whether 
| worſe beaſts were inthe Inne or ſtable | 
-might beare a queſtion. This [nne was not 
theholieſthouſe inthe towne, nor this | 
| ſtable the cleaneſt place intheInne; yet 
| this holy one of J/rae! comes to an Inne: 
' for be came not to-call the holy; but finnersto 
' repentance, 
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| This Swe of righteoujne{ſe., may thine | 


| througha dunghill, andyerthe beames | 


| 


| 


| teations, like horſe and mule withour any 
 vnderſtanding; like vntamed haifers or 


| 


| 


| ble our affeRions, cleanſe our ſoules; and 


thereof gatherno pollution: albeirI muſt 
necds blame the Inne-keeper, who aflig- | 
ned our Sauour his birth-chamber in a: 
ſtable (like fome mightie men,who build | 
themlclues ſtately pallaces, and if they 
haue any roome bad enough, it is good | 
enough fora chappell) yer, herein doth 
conliſt ſome part of our Chriſtmaſle ioy, 
that Chriſt tooke a ſtable and made it a 
remple,where the V Viſe men worſhipped 
and offered oblations.Shall we then doubt 
of his abode in our hearts by his Spirit, 
whoſe perſonall preſence diſdained not a | 
ſtable? Be it, that we are more vacleane 
then ſtables, polluted with finne and cory | 


ruption, inhabited with many beaſtly af- 


wilde afſe colts without yoke or bit; yet 


thepreſence of his diuineSpinit will hum: | 
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fandtifie our members,tomakethemrem. j 
pleSofthe holy Ghoſt, | 
| 4 Theworſt roome in theInne was | 
toopoodfor him,but(thankesbeto God) 
| he hathgottenthebelt roome inthe ſta- | 
ble; (waged and-laycdinamanger; and |;,,.. 
-why2 inthis place:there wasnone but his 
friends,andthoſerhat loued him well His 
mother ſought out-the moſt ſweete and. 
ſoft place in all the ſtable,.to repoſe the 
| immaculate and render Lambe of God in, 
If any beaſt wasthere preſent to feede in| 
[the manger{as likely atthis generall rax- 
(ing, whenrhelnne wasſofull, theſlable 
was notemptie) the very inftin& of na-| | 
ture did teach them to know their owner; | 
and their maifters crib;and after their fa- 
ſhion to worſhip the God of nature. If ſin- 
full man be that ſtable wherein the Sonne 
ofGod doth youchſafe to repoſe himſelf, 
| afligne him the beſtroome,lay himinthe 
y manger , giue him thy heart, where all 
thy affeions vſe to feed and folacethem- 
C 3 ſelues, 
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ſelues, and thatheartſhallfeclea heauen- 
ly ioy within it, a peace'of conſcience: 
which paſleth all vnderſtanding ; ir (hall 
ſend toy into heauen amongſtthe Angels, 
who reioyce ouer one {inner that repents:; 
itſhall ferch downe Angels from heauen, 
with a companie ofheauenly fouldiers,to 


ſing glogieto Godon high,in earthpeace,| 


and to pitchrheirtentsabourthee. .-- + 

A man knowes not (faith Salomon) what a 
day may bring foorth . Verily, if one day 
brought foorth thus many ioyes whenir 
brought forth the Sonne of God: well may 
we crowne it with the Plalmiſt his Epi- 


A 


phonema : Thrs us the day which the Lord 
hath made,we willreioyceaud be gladin it, 
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las re Hen thiSomne of God tad pur 
\ hl on man, and coucred his Dei- 
YAY) tic witha veileofifleth, tos da+| 
SY YUReling'oureyes, great things! 
by I were b - PA ed & 
vs. Afterthat man thereforeby vertue of | | : 
thoſe ſufferings {hall haug puron Chriſh, it Rom,13 th. | 
is very meetethat in-token of thankes;| f 
ſome'thing be done'and ſuffered by man | 
forthename of Chriſt. Non decer ſub fpino- Ts 
ſo capire_ -membrumefie delicatums, fine: the 
| Head wascrowned 'withithornes to faue 
the bodie, let nor the foore'dildaine to; 
catch a thorne in defence -of the head : 
finceChri? fought for vs mourowne fleſh! 
'tillhe ſweat againe,and ſweat till he bled, | 
andbled till he died: letthis bleſſed/Mar- | 
tyr teach;that the pureſt bloud in ourſin- | 
| full bodies isnot'tooprecious mans. 76 


| redourfor his: Goſpell. | 


All | 
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| indeede vntofleſhand bloud : but he thar ; 


All confeſſethistobe wwue bur ſome fay 
it isr00 tragicall :'afarre ynfir meditation | 
for this Feaſt: theſe bloudie daycs of Ste-| 
uenand Tunocents, might better haue bene 
reterred.vnto.Levt, to accompanic Good| 
Friday, Fortherebe;many wiſe men, both | 
fromtheEaſt and VVeſtywillwith joyhe-| 
nour Chriſt inthe cratch,that would be lou: 
rotollowhimtothe croſſes... 13 24 

: $. Paul did fit:the' Kings hymour well] 
withing that Agrippa were:a whole Chri- 
ſtian alcogether like himſelfe,exceptthoſe: 
bonds. For if Chriſtianitie inflict bonds, 


ordraw bloud, it is ynſauorie . Vnſauorie | 


hath well taſted of yeſterdayes ioy in the 
birth of aSaujour,ſhall find irnotallayed, 
but well ſeconded by this gs MArtyT=: 
dome, |: : 1 
The Apoſtles reioyced that they were | 
accounted worthie to ſuffer for 6 8! 
then ſure there is ſome niatter of digniric 
2} 


in ſuffcring : and if "— p 
- -%. Ww 
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death. Therefore ſaith Paw, Irake pleaſure 
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| therei is ſome hiddenvertueinthe croſe of 


lanzwſb. lt is honorable (thinkes Hamas) 


ence: this ſhallbe donerotheman whom 
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told ys betore: If I were lift op Fom the 
earth, I'will draw men onto me_.. It ſeemeth 


Criſt, knowne to none butthoſe that teele 
the  ballow of it: by which heenticethmen 
ollow him with delight, cuen vnto 


xhes. tn neceſiities, in perſecutions, in 


obeſctypon the Kings owne horſe, and 
haue it proclaimed before him: This ſhall 
be done. to the man whom the King will ho- 
zour. Our King of Heaven was neuer better 
mounted on earth then yponan Al. 

a Croſſe? The Kings on Paltreies: that, ro 
teach humilitie; this, toarmevs with pati-| 


this King will honour, V Vhich makes $ S.| 


| Paul toglorie innothingbutinthe Croſſe 
| of Chriſt; who ſtill; ashe is preferred to | 


greater dignitie in the Court ofChriſt;afſus | 


| meth to himſelfe more honorable ries; 


why ſhould we be fad vponthis da y2Chriſt| 


| 
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To the Romanes, Corinthians, and the reſt. 
Sometimes he calls himſelfe an Apo$tle>, | 
ſomrimes 4 Seruant of Chriſt; burtthe Jaſt of 
all is the moſt glorious, in his Epiſtle to 
Philemon: Paul a priſoner of Teſs Chriſ}.\t is 
a Chriſtian paradox: yet thar Apoſtle put- 
 |teth vs out ot doubt, preferring it before 
the beſt,in his >.Epiſtle to the Corinthane} 
23. They are miniſters of Chriſt, I ſþeak&, 
foole, ] ammore:whye 1n ſtripes aboue malt 
ſure , 2n: priſon more plenteouſly, in deatho of- 
ten &Y 2 rezath; | | 
'2  Thereisa eforious companie of the 
Apoſtles, a goodly tellowthip of the Pro-| 
phets#but a-noble armie of Martyrs, as 
our Church hath well ſung. A noble and | 
FF royallarmieindeede: tor there isno ar- 
mie or hoaſt-of God in heauen or carth, 
 whichfightethio liketheKing hinielfe,ub 
the Martyrs do,which ouercome by ſuffe- 
ring; tor which victoric Srewen dorh woke 
enioy that which his name did ingntls, 8 : 
——_— eternall crowne of glorie, 
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If martyrdome then be delightfull,that 
Saints take pleaſure in it: if irbe to beafte, 
| Qed as honorable,thatthe Apoſtles gloric | 
[1nit:if as noble androyall, it will crowne | 
vs with glorie; let it not grieue vs to rec-| 7 
kenit amongſt our Chriſtian triumphs. |: 
| The ftandard-bearer of this royall armie | 
yas $.Steuen, the firſt Martyr inſtrictpro- | THolopaglup. 
prietic of ſpeech that cuer was, the firſt 


4 


1 


tellc ofthe Goſpell of Chriſt, that con- ! 
memcd the ſame with his bloud, The Inno- 
| cents loft their liues for Chriſt, but it was in 
them no yoluntarie oblation. John Baptiſt 
| bare record ofChriſf,buthe died for a Le- 
' gall cruth: It is not lawful for thee to haue thy 
brother Philips wife, Peter reſolued to haue 
laid downehis life for Chriſt; buthee was 
too weake, Verily itwasdecreed, that no 
man in zeale ſhould loſe a drop of bloud 
forthe witneſſe of Chriſt or his Goſpell,be- 
; fore Chriſt in the abundance of loue had | 
| ſhed his precious bloud for the loue of | 


' man, After Chriſt had finiſhed his courſe, 
| ID 2 and 
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thefirſt that entred the li/ts,was this valiant 
Martyr Steuen , who fought three notable 
combars:one in the ſchooles, another be- 
tore the councell,and a third atthe ſtake. 
| 1 Out of the Colledge came Liber- 
tines,C yrenians,they of Alexandria,Cilicia, 
of Aſia, and diſputed with him, and wey, 


and ſpirit by which he ſpake. V Viſe 
without ſpirit, bad bene ouer dull anc 
tie; ſo manyto one might caſily haue ouer- 
crowed him, Spirit without wiſedome,had 
| bene furie, exception might baue bene ra- 
ken to his intemperancie: but wiſedome go-. 


| 


; vaile, of diſputers they became ſergeants, 


ing betore as a guide, and ſpirit tollowing 
 toſ{ctan edge ypon it, this vitorie was ca- 
lily got, 


2 | Since arguments could not pre- 


| 
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they ranne vpon him, caughthim, and 
| broughthim to the Councell, ſuborned 
falſe witnefles,and producedthem againſt 


2d was ſet arthe ripht hand of his Father, | 


not able (fair!) Luke) to reſiſt that wiſedmn| 


bs 


| — 


him. 


| 


— —— i 


| T he (Trib of boy. 
him. V Vhereat Steuer was fo litle daunted) 
asall thatfate inthe Councell ſaw his face | 
astheface otan Angel; not onely for con-|,..;,. 
: | dence and maicſtic, which was Angelical, 
| bur eſpecially that heauenly ioy poſſeſſing 
his heart (inthathe was counted worthie 
to ſuffer reproch for Chris) made him a | 
cheer:ull countenance.This heauen he telt 
| within him, and lifting vp his cies he faw | a& ,.;6, 
another about him,readie to receiue him, | 
and the Sonne of man ſtanding at the right | 
hand of God. Did Steuen eſpic him ſtanding, 
whom Paul affirmes to fit at the right hand | Heb.1.3. 
of che Maieſtie? it is true, the King of glorie 
ſits ypanthe throne in the higheſt places, 
Bur while his bleſſed Martyr Steven hall 
| Rand before the Councell as a witneſle 


[for Chriſt; Chriſt will appeare ſtanding | 
| before his Father » as an interceſſour tor | 


Sreuen. 
'3 Iuſtice will not conuicthim; they | 
make a rumult, ſtoppe their eares (leſt his | 1&@7.57, 


| 
words might pierce theirhearts, run ypon 
| D 3 him | 
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| valiant, ſo chearfull,ſo Angelicall,that nei- 


him all ar once. The reaſons and accuſati- 
ons are blunt, ſtones be ſharpe enough) 
they caſt him our of the citie, and ſtone 
him:and yetherein is his greateſt trinmph; 
for he commends his ſoule by faith vnto 
God; his prater incharicie for hisperſecu- 
tors;and both were accepted of: his ſoule 
receiued and crowned with glorie; and. 
the young man Saul athis conuerſion en-| 
toyethrhefruite of Stevens prayer, _ 
It Martyrs then be ſo happic, ſo wiſe,ſo 
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ther ſchoole nor court, nor death nor di- 
uell can preuaile further then to haſten 
their eternall bliſſe : let S.Srewen be inthe 
catalogue of ioytull dates, and ler his cx- 
amplearmevsto fight vnder the ſame ban: | 


NCT. 74 


SAINT 
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| Teuen, of a faithfull Chriſtian 
LD \tull of the Spirit, was made a 
DQ| Deacon, a Martyr, a leader 
, > Z| of that band;” | 
| "Toby. of a Diſciple whom Jeſus loued, 
bet oy an Evangeliſt, an Apoſtle, as an 
e flying higher in divine myſteries, 
and looking more ſteadily vpon 7he Sunye 


of righteouſneſſe then others, 
Stenen glorified God byhis death ; Joby 


by hisTotis life. Sraue by ſowing his bloud; 
Tohn by plinting theChurch'in drvors na- 
tions;did g lorifie God, 
| © Steten by his example taught ys how 
to ſuffer* Tohr, foretold'in his Reuglation Reuel.1.g. 
what things wemult ſuffer: both armevs 
withpattence in perſecution. Srenen offe- | 
red himſelfe- ar once -: John by peece- 
meales ; whoſcliſe! was a continuall mar- 


tyrdome. WL 29; | 
| | This | 


. 
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| This Diſciple excelled the reſt in three 
prerogatiues, 

| 1 Hewas beloued of Ieſus 2 BY 0- 
| ther;he writ more of his owne knowledge 
which he had ſeene with/his. cies , and 
heard with his eares,then others; and left 
| greater monuments behind him then 0- 
thers ; not of his owne fame, but of the| 
greatnelſe of that little Babe hack lieth 
in a manger,and yetfils heauenand earth; 
| Iohn was knowne by the name of the Diſ- 
ciple whom Teſus loued; but then what mo- 
ued I:ſus to affe& John morethen the reſt, | 
may be curiousto enquire,and more dith- 
cult rofindout, valeſle it was becauſe he 
was yongerthen the reſt ofhis followers, 
and yet more conſtant and reſolute, For 
ayong man to followChriſ, itis rareyand 

| therefore amiable. If we vrge yourh vnto- 
thar,they tell vs(asrhe diuell rold C hriſt) 
we tormentthem before theirtime. For 
commonly the prodigallſon is the yonger. 
Therefore ſince John was like thatpur- 
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Prinkled all the people, both died in the | 
wooll himſeclfe with pietie, and ag inftru- | 
ment alſo to beſprinkle others with the 
bloud of Chriſt: it may be for this cauſe he | 
was moreloued then ordinarie, So was | 
| yong Samuel fauoured of God; lo was Da- | 
tidga man after Gods owne heart, tor he was 
a man of God from a lad : and fo was little 
Danmel,a man greatly beloued (as Gabriel tel- 
leth vs) vato whom no leſle reuelations 
weredeclared forthe old Teſtament,then | 
were ynto John forthe new. This louing | 
affeRion ynto religious youth,our Sautour | 
mightlearne ofhis Father, as S.Paul lear- 
ned of him to loue his yong ſcholler Ti- 
mothie, to whom he writ as often as ynto | 
any Church which hee had planted, A 
goodly motiue to ſhew eſpecial tokens 
of /amiliaritie vnto Toby, in ſuffering him | 
{to aske queſtions in ſecret, roleaneypon | 
his breaſt, and to ſucke wiſedome from 
| him, 
4) | E Me} 
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. | when Peter ſaid much,andranne away, A 
| ſword pierced through his ſoule alſo, as | 


| brother on both ſides by father and mo-: 


| to John, who was Aleph and Thau vnto 


Me thinks John was vnto mb among 
his Diſciples , as Beniamin was vnto Joſeph 
among his brethren, twice beloued, and. 


ther. For Iohn was the adopted ſonne of 
his keauenly Father by grace, as alſo of 
his earthly mother by ta uour.For he ſpake 
from the Croſle to the Virgin of Toby, Be- 
hold thy ſonne-, and to John wha ſaid, Behold |. 
thy mother. 

This was the fruite of his conſtancic 
and perſcuerance, who ſtaied byit when 


the reſt fled;who ſpake litle,and held out, 


well as his morhers,w en hiseics beheld 

the ſpeare pierce theſide ofhisLord and 

Sauour, | 
Thus wasChrift Alpha and Omega vn- 


Chriſt: who began betimes, and held out | 
to the end; marked in the forchead with 
the letter Tha, the laſt letter of the He- 


| brew 
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| ded his Goſpell, and ſo he began hisEpi- 
[ſtles, who ſaw, and heard, and felt more 


brew Alphabet, | | 
2 Thisis that Diſciple which teſtifi. | 
eth theſe things, and we know that his teſti | 
monie is true, Againe,That which we haue 
heard, which we haue ſeene, which we haue loo- 
ked ypon,which our hands haue handled of the 
Word of life,declare weconto you, So he en- 


| lob, 21.24, 


1-loh,t.r. 


then the reſt, He ſaw the Sonne of God in | Maz17.: 
his glorie, he ſaw him inhis full eclipſe; 
he ſaw him when h#s face ſhone like the Sun, 
and his garments gliſtered white as ſnow: and 
againe,when the ſame face was ſpit ypon, |Ma4730. 


| glorihe 


| voice of his Father from heauen:Thisis my | Marz-r7, 
 beloued Sonne,in whom Tam well pleaſed, Hee 


and his garments deuided. Hee ſawhim | gk: 

7 on mount Tabor with Moſes and 
Elias: and after crucified on mount Calua- | ,..,;s. 
rie,betweene two theeues . Hee heard the 


heardthelamentable cric of the Sonne of | 
God vpon the croſle: My God, myGod, why | Mu.:7.46 
haſt thouforſaken me? After this,he both ſaw 


E 2 and | 
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: 3 loh.1,2, 
= 24 


Reul.: 1,10, 


and heard thoſeheauen] y miſteries in thar 
lle of Patmos,which this of England doth | 
now enioy:thoſe diuine Reuclationswrit- | 
renby John tothe ſeuen Churches of Afia,' 
which are at this day extant in all the; 
' Churches of Europe. 

2 Hehatchleftbchind him three mo- 
numents of eſpeciall note: l meanenothis 
threetitles,of John the Euangeliſt,the Apoſtle, 
the Diuize: but his three works, his Goſpel, 
EpiſHes,and Apocalypſe. The firſt beginneth 
trom atore all worlds, faire aboue Moſes 
his beginning ofthe creation, 1s the begin-) 
ning was the Word &c. The laſt deſcribeth 
that heauenly Jeruſalem, which endurerh' 
paſt all ages. The firſt is a narration ofthe | 
'Goſpell of ChriZ; the ſecond, an exhorta- 
tion vnto the pietic of Saints; the third, a 
reuclation ofthe ſlate ofthe Church. The | 
firſt reacheth faith;rhe ſecond charitie;the | 
third, hope and patience:ſufficienttomake 
a man perte&-in Chriſt, This Apoſtle our 
Church hath PR in this Feaſt of the 


Natiuitie, 
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N atiuitie, tothe end to teach vs,who that 
Babe was which was borne at Berhlehem, 
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INNOCENTS. 


TAruecllnotthat children make ' 
[vp this traine, for onto os 4 | Elag.s. 
Child is borne, and ſuch a one 
as euermore delighterh in lit- 
tle ones, like his Father, to whom wasne-| 
uer ſacrifice more accepiable of, beaſts 
thenlambes, of birds then yong pigeons. 
This Lambe of God carrieth the ſame mind; 

| Su iffer little children to come ynto me, and for- 
bid them not, for to ſuch belongs the kingdome 
of God, And ifthe kingdome belong vnto 
them, good reaſon they thould belong 
vnto the King: yer neither they northoKing 
ſhall enter into this kingdome without 
bloud, 

| Solthought, whenGod placed a ſword 
at-thegate of Paradiſe z his meaning was, |Gen..24 
1 E 3 4 one: | 
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| none ſhould come there againe without 
loſe ofbloud. Thus paſſed Habel(the firſt 
| in the old Teſtament) by his brotherg 
| word: and theſe Innocents the firlt inthe 
new Teſtament, ynder Herods ſword and 
thereſt, 

Some going before, ſome following, 
| and the King himſelfe inthe middeſt, by 
whoſe ſole vertue and authoritic it was, 
that both to them before, and vs follow- 
ing, the gate of heauen was open, elſehad 
there bene no paſlage atall.Yerfor all this, 
the King Mg Vs, The gate is ſtraite_, and 
there be few that go in thereat, therefore we 
muſt ſtrive if we meane to enter, The im- 
pediments which make the paſſage ſo dif- 
ficultro vs,be three innumber; all which 
the example of thoſe Innocents teach ys 
to auoide or ouercome. 
| x Firſt theſwordof tribulation, for 
AQ14.az, | by many tribulations muſt we enter into the 
Kkingdome of God. Therefore if any will be my 
I” aiſciple ({aith our Sauiour) Nw 
nn 


= = , 
! % "4 "* 2 
" , 
EY by mY 
o ry , > __ > —_ ... 
& 4 ky -—_ — —— ___ > — > — a —————— 
Y b V_—_— 
: i : ; 
-? | 
: 
tl . 


| 


| Mat-16.24. 


m_—_— 


-_ __ — mat... 2s 2d 


 The(ribof boy. 
his cfoſſe,as Thaue done, This let, they ouer- 
came by ſuffering, and gotmore by Herod 
bis fword, then it they had bene maintai- 
nedathis owne exhibition. Letnot this | 
ſtop vsthen : for why ſhould any child of 
God beleſſe patient inſuffering onedeath | 
for an cuerlaſting kingdome, then Herod | 
was cruell, inflicting many deaths for an 
earthly kingdome, ; 
| 2  Iffimelieatthedooret will top our |. 
paſſage as it did Cains: whether it be ſome 
great notoriousfin,as his was, like arocke 
1ntheſea, or like a ſand, many little ones 
| heaped together; either of them will dam| 
| Vpthe gate, & make theconſcience to {ut.| 
fer ſhipwracke.Thereforeto preuent that, 
| theſe paſſengers were Innocents, entring 
|in this doore before they had clogged it 
with many fines; whoſe example inthis| 
 kind,S.Pau/commends vnto vs:.45 copver-- 
ning maliciouſnes be ye children, For children 
| haue their faults, yer commonly they pro- 
ceed inthem either ofignorance or infir- 
mirie, 


—— EE" 


A —_ — 


—_—c__— ——— _— _ 
—_——_— _—__— 


—— 


' The Cri of Dy: | 


tt 


—. 


| mitic,or both; and ſo long God 1s merci- 
fallynro vs, Butitmaliciouſneſſeand pre- 
ſumptuous ſinnes geta hand ouer vs,they | 
| wil ſtop thegateot heauen,andmuch ado 
il ſhallwe haue to paſſe: forthis cauſeſtraite| 
[i | i5 the gatezand few there be that go in thereat. | 
th 1/8 2 Aswehaue made the gate ſtraire 
{18 through our default; ſo if we grow ouer- 
[| big, ſo muchthe T-" Athreed may cn- 
AM ter wherea cammell cannot, Theſe Inno- 
| Ul Wh Mates | cents werelinle in bodie and mind, two 
T1 yeares old and vnder ; butthe diuels diſ-] 
caſcisa ſwelling diſeaſe, and ſo infeaious. 
[atthefirſt, as our parentsgot itot himin 
Paradiſe; noe whichtimoicia growne he- | 
j Mil reditarie tothe ſonnes of Adam, | 
| yl Dan.gzs, | This caſt NebuchadnexX4ar out of his 
| carthly kingdome: and it muſtbe aſſwa-' 
| # gedin vs, or we ſhall neuer enterthe hea- 
! $1 £uke16.4. | uenly, The Phariſy ſwelled in conceit of 
"2 - his owne righteouſneſſe, and ſtucketaſt: 
the Publican ſtooped,and wentin. Zachews | 
was greatin riches;he diminiſhed himſelf | 
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: of God. | 


|thenamifle to beginne a new reuolution | 
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by reſtitution, by charitie to the poore, 
and paſled. For this gate(it ſeems)is made 


| 


| 


for children onely to creepe through. Ve- 
rily Tſay pnto you, except ye become as little | 
children, ye ſhall not enter into the kingdome | 


CIRCVMCISION. | 


TN He moneth of Niſas (when 
©) | @| liracl ſhould be ſprinkled with 
S the: bloud of the Paſchall 
&) Lambe) was to be reckened 

ry firſt moneth of the yeare, that by ſo. 
gooda beginning, the reſt of the yeare 
might rhe better be hallowed lt is not 


withthe remembrance of thoſe drops of 
bloud wherewith all the world was be- 
ſprinkled;andno doubbſanRified, at the 
circumciſion of the Lambe of God, They| 
were but a few drops,[ confeſle, notthe 


whole price of ourredemption; yet ſuff-| 
F 
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 Mat.18.3, 


Fr0d,142, 
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cient though for an carneſt penie; the en- 
tire Sonne was after tendred vpon the 
Crofle at his paſſion, Yet becauſe onely 
the bloud- of Christ, and no other, was a. 
ſufficient ranſome for the world, it was. 
therefore very behouefull,that before he 
paicd the ranſome, he ſhould approue 
himſelf to be the very true Meſſias and 
Redecmer; and this was performed athis. 
Circumciſion, For (ſaith the text) when}. 
| eight aayes were accompliſhed that they ſhould 
circumciſe be child, hisnamewas Called Tejns. 
He was circumciſed, to approue -himſelfe 
| truly man,fleſh ofour fleſh; and his name 
was called s/#s, which ſignifieth God our 
| Sauiour,Circumciſed, that thelewes might 
acknowledge him tobe the Sonne of 4 
 brabam;\called Ieſis,thathe might be re-. 
| | ceived forthe Sonne of God. Circumct- 
| {ed;to become {ubieto the law: for hes 
| EBaF 15 circumiſed (faith S. Paul) is bound to 
Keqporbe law. Called Jeſus, to faue vs from; 
[mga ofthe law. Circumciſed, to take! 


pen | 
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vpon him the ſimilitude of finfull fleſh, | 


( for that was a ſacrament of originall | 


ſaue his people from theirſinnes, asthe 
| Angell expounded his name ynto \ Ioſeph, 1 
| This Circumciſion hefurſt ſuffered for | 
[vs inthe fleſh, and after performed the | 
true cfte& thereof within vs by his Spirit, | 
to wit,a Circumciſion made without hands (as | 
| the Apoſtle ſpeakes) by putting off the- 
| finfull bodie of the fleſb,throughthe cir- 
| cumciſion of Chriſt, who by his ſpirituall 
knife.firſt cutteth offthe foreskinne of our 
| hearts, and makes them bleede,in ſorrow 
| for our ſ{innes paſt; for Circumciſion is a 
| bloudie rhing (as Zipporah ſaid to Moſes ) 
{ and hethatwill bea rrue1iraclite,his heart | 
| muſt bleed. 2. The foreskin being remo- 
ued, which hardned our hearts before, 
there followeth a tenderneſle of confci- | 
ence,which giueth a quicker ſenſe of fu-| 
ture tranſgreſſion . Next, he purgeth the | 


[vine branches that they may bring forth | 
© more | 
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corruption.) Called Jeſus, that he might | 
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more fruite: circumciſi ng all ſuperfluous 
and vaine cogitations invs : lopping all 
luxurious aftettions,leſt ouergrowing they 
might oucrthrow vs (like Abſoloys haire) 


| tor wantot cutting. Soarewealfo of cir- 


cumciſed lips and cares, when our mouth 
{hall ſpeake no yanirie,and our earesreliſh 


the word of w Te weng 


Thus renewed in heart and afte&ion,in 
ſoule and bodie(when old things are paſſed, 
and all things are become new) we may ofter 
and preſentvnto God, the poorewidowes of- 
tering of rwo mites,our ſoule andbodie to 
be a Jiuing ſacrifice, and an acceptable 
New-yeares gift ynto him (ſince it is all 


that we haue) thereby aſluring our ſeclues 


that our names are knowne, and called, 
and written in heauen ; forthe Spirit hath 
circumciſed vs, 
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bited without wals (as Zachary prophelied) 
| when the Church {ſhall not be hemmed 
 withintheprecin& ofthatnation,Now the! 


En ynto vs, who be (asthe A le tel 
lerhvs)ſinners of the Getiles.But now God | 
perſwades Iapbeth to dwell in the tents of| 
Shem, that is,the Gentiles which came of} 
Iapheth, to ioyne themſelues vnto. the 
Church, which isthe poſteritie of Shem; 
for which thing father Noah prayed long 
ſince. Now the morning takes hold of the cor- 
ners of the earth (as God ſaid to 1ob).that the 
wickedmight be ſhaken out of it « for the Sun 
of righteouſneſſe ſhinerh to the men oft 
the Eaſt, Now Jeruſalem begins to beinha- 


0 myſtery of godline(ſe— is revealed, when 


Gen,9.27. 


Zachar, 2.4. 
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T he Crib of Toy. 
\ God manifeſted in the fleſh, is preached to the 
Gentiles, Fortheſe V Viſemenwerethe firſt | 
fruits ofthe Gentiles: whereupon followed} 
| a mightie harueſt, The harueſt indeede is 
Þ ff great, Go and reach all nations. Thisword 
Al cc1o01o; | Ofife in Dauidstime was but alight and 4 
Hh to Nun. | lanterne-:nowitisa morning Starre appea-: 
8 ring in the Eaſt; and atter, a Sunne of righ- 
Itob.r.s. | Feouſneſſe_, which enlighteneth eucry one that 
| cometh into the world : whoſe beames di-| 
realy behold theſe corners and ends of 
the world ; vpon which thefirmamentall 
Sunne looketh but aſquint. Now is the. 
Goſpell preached (asChriſt gaue in com-| 
mandement) ynto cuery creature; notvn- 
to men onely,but euen to thoſe barbarous 
nations which ſcarce caried the face of 
men, theſe ſilly creatures in times paſt vn- | 
acquainted withthe lawes of ciuill huma- | 
nitie.This is the meane crop:thefirſt fruits 
were the wiſe men of the Eaſt:with whom | 
Chriſt dealeth in their owne art:(that he 
might hauethefaſter hold of them) forhe 
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|leadeth them by aſtarre,becaule they were 
Aſtronomers, and therefore able to dif. 
{cerncea miracle in thatkind. Sohe dealt 
| with his owne Diſciples by ſca, ſtilling the | 
tempeſt, and cauſing Perer to walke vpon 
[the waters, becauſethey were watermen; 
by thoſe miraculous draughts of fiſh,be- 
cauſe they were fiſhermen: hereby ſhew- 
ing himſelfe to be that wiſe maiſter-filher 
of ſoules, which fitteth his baite to cuery 
kind: 7 

| VVeſeethe goodnefle of God vnto the 
Gentiles, inthat Chriſt was manifeſted to 
thoſe men : ſhall we learne the dutie of 
the Gentiles towards God, by the deuo- -Y 
tion of theſe men ym Chriſt? They came | 
to worſhip him in heart, in bodice, and ih 
goods: they opened theirtreafuries; and 
| where the treaſure is, there 15s the heart, 
| The heart commands the bodie'( as the 
Centurion his ſeruant) ſaying tothe foot, 


| 
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Go,andit goeth,&c, | 
Neither did they cometo worſhip Chriſt 
Noh ASSES As. 
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T he Crib of Joy. 
7 Þ exrcacr; cmpric handed, butbrought with thenn 
\8 118 ſuch gitts as their countrey did affoord, 
gold,incenſe and myrrhe; Aurumregi,Thus | 
| Deo, Myrrhamorituro, Gold, not ſo much 
to relicue the wants of hispooreparents,| 
(who were able ro compaſle no-better a 
| birth-chamber then a ſtable) asto ſhew 
themſeluestributariesto his Maieſty,vnto| 
whom was giuen the heathen for his inheri- 
tance, and the ends of the world for his poſſeſ-| 
| ffons, Frankencenſe was brought, not fo 
much to ſweeten the place, as by incenſe| 
to acknowledge the Deitic of the! Sox of 
God, Myrrhe was alſo offered withnolefſe 
myſterie, then Mary her ointment ar the 
dayof his buriall: for itis to preſeruehis 
dead bodie trom corruption, who being 

dead and buried,yet ſawno corruption, 
x Ifrhen wee receiue Chriſt for our 
heauenly King , and Soueraigne. of our 
foules, in obediencento his Euangelicall 
law, it isas much as if we brought gold, 
and muchfine gold. = 


| | 


2 If 


| which, that it ma y yeeld,: [Jooke we ſted-} 
faſtly (ith Elias) vpon this little clowde, | i King-18.4 


| che -oplifring of our hands as an euening ſa 
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giuing , that is, faith Daw, as incenſe, and 


crifice, 

3 It in Pony wee relicue the 
Church, and preſcrue the members of his 
myſticall bodie milirant,fiom corruption, 
diftreſſe and miſcrie; thisis as Myrrhe vn- 
to his naturall bodie. 
1rheſe be our Chriſtian oblations: 
1 Obediencetohis law, the fruite of 
faith, | 

2 Prayers andſupplications,groun- 
ded ypon hope. 
3 Deuotion andalmes, proceeding 


Noſter enim talets reddit agellus opes. 
Theſe be all which our earthly mould | 
by the influence of heauen can yeeld; 


riſing at the firlt no bigger then a mans 
hand,orthe breadth of aCrib;from which 


2 If we offer vp-prayers and thank{-|. 


from charitie towards our brethren, | 


we i 


Plal.141,2, 
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£4 | Tbe Crib of boy. © 
wee deſire -and expect. thoſe manifold 
drops of the graces of his, Spirit to fall 
| ypon our hearts,that we may returne-vnto| 
| him, together with his Father and Spi- 


rit, all praiſe, h6nour and thankes 


aid this time and for cuer, 
| | | Amen, 
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